Atty. Dkt. No. 062834-0204 



; 2 2 2002 



Applicant: 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

George H. HOFFMAN, et al. 

SYSTEM, METHOD AND COMPUTER PROGRAM 
PRODUCT FOR A CENTRALIZED A SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK 



ppl. No.: 09/816,455 

Filing Date: 03/23/2001 

Examiner: Unassigned 

Art Unit: 2167 



RECEIVED 

OCT 2 5 2002 

GROUP 3600 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to 
Applicants in order to comply with Applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR 
§1 .56. A copy of each listed document is being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR §1 .97 and §1 .98. 



The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of 
the present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR §1 .56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action 
which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference 
any document which is determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims 
of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 



The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR §1 .97(b), 
before the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, and within three (3) 
months of the mailing date of the foreign search report. 



RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 



The foregoing documents were cited in the International Search Report of 
Applicants' International Application PCT/US02/08287. A copy of the International 
Search Report setting forth the portion of each reference considered relevant by the 
examiner is attached. 



Applicants respectfully request that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of 
Form PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 19-0741. Should no proper payment be enclosed 
herewith, as by a check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise 
improper or informal or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge 
the unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0741 . 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date October 22, 2002 




FOLEY & LARDNER 
Customer Number: 22428 



22428 



PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Telephone: (202) 672-5485 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



William T. Ellis 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 26,874 
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Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


09/816,455 


Filing Date 


03/23/2001 


First Named Inventor 


George H. HOFFMAN 


Group Art Unit 


2167 


Examiner Name 
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Attorney Docket Number 


062834-0204 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number 


Kind 
Code 2 {if 

tenniA/n\ 
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A1 
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09/07/1999 
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Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 
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OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 











Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2see attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. ^Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO 
Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 
5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if 
Engfish language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Washington. D.C. 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington, D.C. 20231. 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
062834-0206 


FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (Form PCT/ISA/220) as well as, where applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/US02/0S287 


International filing date (day /month/year) 
19 MARCH 2002 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/morah/year) 
23 MARCH 2001 


Applicant 

RESTAURANT SERVICES, INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article IS. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This international search report consists of a total of ^) sheets. 

| X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



l. Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 

language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 

was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ 
□ 

■■ □ 



the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the 

| | the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has b een 
furnished. 



Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
3. | | Unity of invention is lacking (See Box II). 
4-. With regard to the title, 

| x| the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

|"~""| the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| x| the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in 
Box III. The applicant may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international 
search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. lA 

Fx] as suggested by the appli i 1 

□> 1 I I None of the figures, 

because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (first sheet) (July 1998)* 



„ INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/0S2S7 



Box III TEXT OF THE ABSTRACT (Continuation of item 5 of the first sheet) 



The technical features mentioned in the abstract do not include a reference sign 
between parentheses (PCT Rule 8.1(d)). 

A system, method and computer program product (100) are disclosed for 
collaborative forcasting utilzing a supply chain management framework. A global 
forcast is identified for a plurality of outlets of a supply chain and then stored in 
memory. The global forecast is subsequently transmitted to each of the outlets 
utilizing a network (4400). Feedback relating to the global forecast is received 
from the outlets utilzing the network and stored in memory. The global forecast is 
then altered based on the feedback and the supply chain is managed utilizing global 
forecast. Many other embodiments and aspects are disclosed and claimd. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet(2)) (July 1998)* 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/082S7 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC(7) :G06K 15/00; G07B 15/02; G06F 17/60 
US CL .235/383, 384, 385 
According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

U.S. : 235/383, 384, 385 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
EAST: supply chain, internet, network 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5,950,173 A (PERKOWSKI) 07 September 1999 (07.09.1999), 
col. 1, lines 26+; col. 11, lines 48 + . 

US 6,084,528 A (BEACH et al.) 04 July 2000 (04.07.2000), See 
entire document. 



1-191 



1-191 



I I Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C | | See patent family annex. 



" Special categories of cited documents: 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not considered 

to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document published on or after the international filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 

cited to establish the publication date of another citation or other 
special reason (as specified) 

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other 

means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but later 



later document published alter the international filing date or priority 
date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 
the principle or theory underlying the invention 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 
when the document is taken alone 

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is combined 
with one or more other such documents, such combination being 
obvious to a person skilled in the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
SO JUNE 200S 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

07 AUG 200? 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/US 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C 20231 
Facsimile No. (70S) 305-3230 


Authorized officer <, , /sLt<_ 

AHSHIK KIM V* 
Telephone No. (70S) 305-5203 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998)* 



